As for the second point, the Zamindar continued, a good deal of the arrogance of the caste people, the selfish seclusiveness of the pandits are the result of the ignorance of Indian Culture on the part of the Indian masses and their appalling illiteracy. There are indications in the poems of Pattanathu Pillai, he said, that there must have been hypocrites, opportunists, and monopolists even in his day. But Pattanathu Pillai never allowed them to approach him grandly about their superiority or inferiority. He was conscious of the Lord's presence in him and let every one see that where the Shiva-Shakti reigned supreme there the Light of Parama Shiva shone with greater splendour than in those places where people have made themselves abject slaves to books and the traditions of men. So he requested me to emphasize on public platforms the divinity of man and his right to approach God and enrich himself without the external aid of temple and priests. So long as we allowed our masses to live as intellectual, moral and spiritual paupers, it was not easy to get rid of bullying priests and patronising pandits. The moment the social and religious reformers succeeded in helping the Indian masses to realise the divinity of their manhood
and womanhood, without any endeavour on their part to preach the doctrine of the brotherhood of man or the sisterhood of women, all men and women will be forced by the consciousness of their divinity to live together as brothers and sisters. This, he said, is what Pattanathu Pillai did.
With regard to Salvation by character, so much of the common conception of the idea of salvation betrays the mean, degrading and selfish traits of our inward man. The Zamindar said that men thought they could buy their salvation by burning incense, by breaking coconuts and by bribing our impious priests with their gold and silver. The priests who had succeeded in making our temples markets and worship of God profiteering business seized the opportunity and they were making best use of their advantage. These external acts of worship were tricks invented by the priests for mentally, morally and spiritually slothful people. He said that so long as we had such stupid and slothful people who thought they could buy salvation as they bought toys with their copper so long we shall have medi- cine men and those who flourish on their trade in magic. He said that Pattanathu Pillai exposed such tricks.
So, said the Rajah, in a very appealing and touching manner, what we needed in our country was not the invention or introduction of a New Religion but a proper understanding of the teachings